Instructions for Completing Doctoral Studies
To complete doctoral studies at the Doctoral School of the University of Szczecin, a doctoral student must meet the following requirements:
1. Completion of the education program
The doctoral student is required to complete the full education program, including all mandatory modules, classes, and assessments, with particular attention to elements planned for the 8th semester:
a) Teaching practice – 60 hours, confirmed by submitting the teaching practice assessment card.
b) Individual module – confirmed by submitting the individual module credit sheet (number of hours according to the doctoral student’s study program).
c) Open lectures – credited based on attendance; information on completed hours is available at the Office of the Doctoral School.
Current forms and documents should be downloaded from the Doctoral School website.
2. Requirement for academic achievements
The doctoral student must meet the academic achievement requirements specified in the Regulations of the Doctoral School (Chapter: Obligations of a doctoral student):
a) Publication of at least one scientific article in a journal listed by the minister responsible for higher education, or
b) Publication of a scientific monograph by a publisher included in the list under Article 267(2)(2)(a) of the Act on Higher Education and Science, or
c) Publication of a chapter in such a monograph.
3. Foreign language proficiency
The doctoral student must possess a document confirming proficiency in a modern foreign language at level B2 according to the CEFR.
· The list of accepted certificates is provided in Annex No. 1 to Resolution if the Senate No. 74/2025.
· Individuals who graduated after 30 September 2007 and obtained their diploma in Poland are formally considered to have B2-level proficiency in a modern foreign language.
· If a doctoral student does not have formal confirmation of B2-level language proficiency, they may still submit the doctoral thesis. In such cases, the Doctoral School confirms completion of the education program, and the language exam is conducted during the procedure for the award of the doctoral degree.
4. Submission of the doctoral thesis
The doctoral student submits to the Doctoral School a doctoral student’s letter on submission of documents for completion of studies at the Doctoral School of the University of Szczecin (the form should be downloaded from the Doctoral School website). The following must be attached:
a) The doctoral thesis in electronic form, or – if the thesis is not a written work – a description of the doctoral thesis (on a CD or USB drive).
b) The supervisor’s/supervisors’ statement confirming fulfilment of formal and academic requirements (the form to be downloaded from the Doctoral School website).
c) Report from the verification of the doctoral dissertation in the Unified Anti-Plagiarism System, signed by the supervisor(s).
d) Statement for evaluation purposes – the statement form is generated in the system by the Doctoral School Office staff.
e) Statement regarding consent or lack of consent to participate in a survey monitoring the career paths of University of Szczecin graduates.

After the documents are submitted
1. The Doctoral School issues a certificate confirming completion of the education program, which:
a) for doctoral students with confirmed B2-level proficiency in a modern foreign language, also certifies that the student has achieved learning outcomes at level 8 of the Polish Qualifications Framework, including foreign language proficiency, and forms the basis for initiating the procedure for the award of the doctoral degree at the relevant institute of the doctoral-granting entity.
b) for doctoral students without confirmed B2-level language proficiency, certifies only the completion of the education program; the language exam must be passed during the procedure for the award of the doctoral degree.
2. The procedure for award of the doctoral degree is coordinated by the Science Section of the relevant institute representing the scientific field and discipline selected by the candidate. For correct submission of documentation necessary to initiate the procedure, contact should be made directly with the Section staff. Contact: [section contact].
Legal basis:
Senate Resolution No. 99/2023 of the University of Szczecin of 28 September 2023 on detailed rules for conducting proceedings for the award of academic degrees at the University of Szczecin.
