ORDER NO. 111/2026

OF THE RECTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SZCZECIN

of 4 September 2026


on determining the procedure and criteria for selecting the best graduates of the Doctoral School of the University of Szczecin eligible to apply for partial student loan forgiveness

Pursuant to Article 23(2)(2) of the Act of 20 July 2018 – Law on Higher Education and Science (Journal of Laws of 2024, item 1571, as amended), in conjunction with § 13(1) of the Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 20 December 2018 on student loans (Journal of Laws of 2018, item 2468, as amended), in consultation with the Doctoral Students’ Government of the University of Szczecin, it is hereby ordered as follows:

§ 1.

This Order establishes the procedure and criteria for selecting the best graduates of the Doctoral School of the University of Szczecin who are eligible to apply for partial student loan forgiveness.

§ 2.

1. The abbreviations used in this Order have the following meanings:
1) Regulation – the Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 20 December 2018 on student loans (Journal of Laws of 2018, item 2468, as amended);
2) DS US – the Doctoral School of the University of Szczecin;
3) University – the University of Szczecin;
4) Act – the Act of 20 July 2018 – Law on Higher Education and Science (Journal of Laws of 2024, item 1571, as amended).
2. Whenever this Order refers to:
1) graduate – this means a person who, in accordance with the rules laid down in the Act and the Regulations of the Doctoral School of the University of Szczecin, completed their education at the DS US in the previous academic year (i.e. by 30 September of the calendar year in which the list of the best graduates is prepared);
2) student loan – this means a form of repayable financial assistance for a doctoral student as described in Article 98 of the Act, which may be partially forgiven by the lending institution under the terms set out in the Regulation;
3) list of the best graduates – this means a ranking of the best graduates of the DS US who are eligible to apply for partial student loan forgiveness;
4) ranking list of DS US graduates – this means a ranking of all DS US graduates containing, in particular, the points awarded for the criteria specified in this Order;
5) grade point average – this means the arithmetic mean of all grades obtained by a doctoral student during their education at the DS US.

§ 3.

1. The following procedure applies at the University to select the best graduates of the DS US from the previous academic year:
1) a ranking list of DS US graduates is prepared (preliminary and final);
2) after considering objections to the preliminary ranking list of US graduates, a list of the best graduates is prepared in three groups, determining the amount of student loan forgiveness:
a) up to 1% of the best graduates – 50% forgiveness;
b) from 1.01% to 5% of the best graduates – 35% forgiveness;
c) from 5.01% to 10% of the best graduates – 20% forgiveness.
2. The selection of the best graduates of the DS US from the previous academic year is based on points awarded for the following criteria:
1) the doctoral student's grade point average;
2) the doctoral student's scientific publications.

§ 4.

1. Points for the criteria referred to in § 3(2) of the Order, determining the graduate's position on the ranking list of DS US graduates and ultimately on the list of the best graduates, are awarded as follows:
1) for the grade point average – according to the following formula: grade point average × 10;
2) for scientific publications from the period of education at the DS US, reported in the University's bibliographic system no later than 30 September of the calendar year in which the list of the best graduates is prepared, and indicating the University of Szczecin as the affiliating institution; points for scientific publications are taken into account in proportion to the graduate's contribution to the publication, retaining fractional values; points are determined in accordance with the rules laid down in the regulations concerning the evaluation of the quality of scientific activity, on the basis of the list of scientific journals and peer-reviewed materials from international conferences, as well as the list of publishers of peer-reviewed scientific monographs applicable to the relevant period.
2. A graduate's position on the ranking list of DS US graduates and ultimately on the list of the best graduates is determined by the total number of points specified in paragraph 1.
3. In the event of an equal number of points, a higher position on the ranking list of DS US graduates is awarded to the graduate who has a greater number of scientific publications, irrespective of the number of points assigned to individual publications. If two or more graduates still have an equal number of ranking points, their position on the ranking list of DS US graduates is determined by the higher total full point value of their scientific publications. A higher sum of the full point values of individual scientific publications results in a higher position on the ranking list of DS US graduates.

§ 5.

1. The Office of the DS US prepares a preliminary ranking list of DS US graduates, including:
1) the student registration number;
2) the points awarded for the grade point average;
3) the points awarded for scientific publications, determined in accordance with § 4(1)(2) of the Order;
4) the total number of points awarded for the grade point average and scientific publications.
2. The ranking list of DS US graduates referred to in paragraph 1 is published on the DS US website no later than 1 December of the relevant calendar year, and if that day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or another statutory public holiday, on the next working day.
3. A graduate may submit objections to the preliminary ranking list of DS US graduates within 5 calendar days from the date of its publication, by sending them to:
szkoladoktorska@usz.edu.pl.
4. The Director of the DS US or the Deputy Director of the DS US consider the submitted objections within 7 working days from the date of their receipt and make any necessary corrections to the points awarded.
5. After the deadline for submitting objections has expired:
1) if objections have been submitted, the Office of the DS US publishes the final ranking list of DS US graduates reflecting the corrections made, together with information on the number of objections submitted;
2) if no objections have been submitted, the preliminary ranking list of DS US graduates is deemed final, and the Office of the DS US publishes only information stating that the number of objections submitted is 0.
6. The final ranking list of DS US graduates constitutes the basis for preparing the list of the best graduates eligible to apply for partial student loan forgiveness.

§ 6.

1. On the basis of the final ranking list of DS US graduates, the Director of the DS US or the Deputy Director of the DS US prepare and submit to the Rector or the authorized Vice-Rector for Research a draft list of the best graduates. The Rector or the authorized Vice-Rector for Research, in consultation with the Doctoral Students’ Government of the University of Szczecin, prepares and announces the list of the best graduates eligible to apply for partial student loan forgiveness.
2. The list of the best graduates includes:
1) the student registration number;
2) membership in the relevant percentage group:
a) the top 1% of graduates,
b) from 1.01% to 5% of the best graduates,
c) from 5.01% to 10% of the best graduates.
3. The number of graduates corresponding to the groups of up to 1%, up to 5% and up to 10% of the best graduates is determined on the basis of the final ranking list of DS US graduates.
4. If the result obtained when calculating the number of graduates in each of the groups referred to in paragraph 3 is not a whole number, it is rounded up to the nearest whole number.
5. The group comprising up to 1% of the best graduates includes graduates ranked from first place up to and including the place corresponding to the number determined for the 1% threshold.
6. The group comprising from 1.01% to 5% of the best graduates includes graduates occupying the positions immediately following the graduates qualified for the group referred to in paragraph 5, up to and including the position corresponding to the number determined for the 5% threshold.
7. The group comprising from 5.01% to 10% of the best graduates includes graduates occupying the positions immediately following the graduates qualified for the group referred to in paragraph 6, up to and including the position corresponding to the number determined for the 10% threshold.
8. The list of the best graduates is announced by publication on the DS US website by 31 December of the relevant calendar year.
9. The list of the best graduates constitutes the basis for issuing the certificate referred to in § 13(3) of the Regulation.

§ 7.

1. A graduate included on the list of the best graduates may submit an application for the issuance of a certificate, in accordance with the template attached as Annex No. 1 to this Order.
2. Submission of the application by the graduate referred to in paragraph 1 is a condition for the issuance of the certificate entitling the graduate to apply for partial student loan forgiveness.
3. The certificate referred to in paragraph 2 is issued by the Rector of the University or a person authorized by the Rector, either electronically in a form reflecting an official document or in writing, in accordance with the graduate's application. The authorized person may be the Director of the DS US or the Deputy Director of the DS US.
4. The certificate is issued within no more than 7 working days from the date of submission of a complete application.
5. The certificate template is attached as Annex No. 2 to this Order.
6. The Office of the DS US maintains a register of certificates issued.

§ 8.

Order No. 176/2019 of the Rector of the University of Szczecin of 7 November 2019 on implementing the rules and criteria for preparing lists of the best graduates of doctoral studies and doctoral schools of the University of Szczecin eligible for student loan forgiveness ceases to apply.

§ 9.

The Order enters into force on the date of its signing.



prof. dr hab. Waldemar Tarczyński
Rector of the University of Szczecin
/signed with a qualified electronic signature/

